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Special Membership Meeting 
Jun 12. 2025 

Minutes 
 

A special meeting of The American Legion, Robert F. McDermott Post 309 of Helotes, Texas 
was held at the VFW Post 7108 meeting hall on Thursday, June 12, 2025, at 7:00 pm., for the 
purpose of installing the 2024-2025 elected officers.  The Commander being in the chair and the 
Adjutant being present.  The meeting was called to order by Donato Rios Jr. 
 
OPENING CEREMONY: was conducted by Commander Don Rios 
 
ROLL CAL: A quorum was confirmed with the officers and members in attendance as 
follows: 

 
• OFFICERS PRESENT:   

Commander  --------------------------------------Donato Rios Jr. 
First Vice Commander  -------------------------Robert Dieguez 
Second Vice Commander  ---------------------Joe Young– Excused 
Adjutant  ------------------------------------------Ron Allman  
Finance Officer ----------------------------------John Brouse– Excused 
Service Officer  ----------------------------------Rand M. Smith  
Chaplain  ------------------------------------------Mark Ochoa 
Sergeant at Arms --------------------------------Willis Gray III 
Historian – ----------------------------------------Don Showmaker – Excused 
Executive Committee Member  ---------------Karen Stark 
Executive Committee Member  ---------------Richard Baldwin  
Executive Committee Member  ---------------Kerry Tschirhart– Excused 
Executive Committee Member  ---------------Deric Schmitt– Excused 

 
• MEMBERS PRESENT:  There were Twenty One (21) members in attendance.    
• GUESTS PRESENT:  Eric Mayer, 20th District Commander, plus two other guests were in 

attendance. 
(See Attached Sign-in Sheets) 

 
INITIATION: Two (2) new member Mark Jordan and Garret Radigan were initiated into the 
post.   

This being a special meeting for the initiation of officers, the presentation of reports and the 
conduct of business was deferred until the next General Member Meeting to be held on 
July 10,   2024. 
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INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS:  20th District Commander Eric Mayer  presided over 
the installation ceremony.  The 2024-2025 Officers were relieved of their duties and the 2025-
2026 Post 309 Officers were installed.  Officers installed include: 

Commander  --------------------------------------- Donato Rios Jr. 
First Vice Commander  -------------------------- Don Hammond 
Second Vice Commander  ---------------------- Kelly Spicer 
Adjutant -------------------------------------------- Carlos Vela 
Finance Officer ----------------------------------- John “JJ” Carreras 
Service Officer  ----------------------------------- Rand M Smith 
Sergeant At Arms -------------------------------- Willis Gray III 
Chaplain  ------------------------------------------- Mark Ochoa Jr. 
Judge Advocate ----------------------------------- Scott Guller 
Historian  ------------------------------------------ Robert Dieguez 
Executive Committee Member  -------------------- Karen Stark 
Executive Committee Member  -------------------- Ron Allman 
Executive Committee Member  -------------------- Ken Derr  
Executive Committee Member  -------------------- Don Showmaker – (To be sworn in later) 

POST COMMANDERS COMMENTS:  Commander Don Rios spoke about the Posts’ 
accomplishments for this last year and programs that will be going forward next year. 

20TH DISTRICT COMMANDERS COMMENTS:  Commander Eric Mayer 
congratulated Post 309 and talked about the 20th District was recognized as One of only three 
districts where all posts achieved 100% membership and, comparted to other districts our size,  
we are first in the nationally in terms of membership.  He noted that posts with successful 
programs have increased membership and to keep up the good work. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS:   
• Karen Stark stated that she has pocket copies of the constitution available for members if 

they want one  
• Karen Stark presented a note from a retired veteran in Helotes supporting our mission and 

presented a cheque for $1000.  He will be seeking membership 
• The next General Membership Meeting will be held at VFW Post 7108 meeting hall on 

July 10, 2025, at 7:00 pm. 
• There will be a cake cutting to celebrate the US Army’s’ 250th birthday at the end of the 

meeting 

CLOSING CEREMONY:  Was performed by Commander Donato Rios 
There being no further matters of business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:37 pm by Commander 
Donato Rios Jr. 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
Ronald Allman, Outgoing Adjutant 
American Legion Post 309 
Helotes, Texas 
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